[A comparative investigation of acetylsalicyclic acid and indirect anticoagulants for the prophylaxis of venous thromboses in patients with an orthopedic-traumatologic case history (author's transl)].
The efficacy of acetylsalicylic acid as a general prophylactic for thromboembolic complications in bedridden adult patients with bone injuries and osteotomies was investigated. The results were compared with a control group and a group of patients receiving indirect anticoagulants. A statistically significant difference in the frequency of thromboembolic complications between the group receiving acetylsalicylic acid and the control group could not be established. The group receiving indirect anticoagulants showed a tenfold decrease in phlebothromboses and a fourteenfold decrease in pulmonary complications when compared with the control group. Even in high doses, acetylsalicylic acid is less reliable than anticoagulation therapy for the prophylaxis of venous thromboses and embolic pulmonary complications.